SPOONERS & WEST DARTMOOR


[image: image7.jpg]


PONY CLUB
President: Mrs. P Macintosh

District Commissioner: Mrs. R. Townsend

Newsletter


         January 2009


Pam Wylie (Tel 01822 853127): email pwylie@talktalk.net

Committee:  Becky Kodritsch (Treasurer), Lucy Cox, Rebecca Hoddinott (Assistant DC), Melanie Gregory (secretary), Helen Radmore, Caroline Spry, Lucy Underwood, Pam Wylie, Lisa Upstell, Sally Cinnamond, Tracy Coupland, Alida Pollard with the DC and President.

Web site - www.spoonersponyclub.co.uk 

[image: image1.png]



Welcome to the first newsletter of 2009.  We have lots to look forward to, especially as the evenings are now drawing out and giving us more daylight.  Charlotte Vickers has got the Dressage to Music and Mounted Games practices well under way but still needs new recruits so don't be shy, if you fancy having a go give her a ring on 01822 855355.  The indoor rallies are being well supported and it will not be long before we are outdoors at Monkswell.  
Our next event will be the Quiz, which we are once again hosting for Area 16.  This takes place on Friday 20th February, 6pm at the Hunter's Lodge, Ivybridge.  If you fancy representing the club get together a team of 4 and give me a ring ASAP on 01822 841871.  
Improvements are being made to the website all the time and we welcome your comments and suggestions (Please see enclosed form).  
Wrap up well and enjoy your riding!
Rebecca T
Children’s Meet: Tues 17th Feb 

Visit to Kennels: Wed 18th Feb

Area Quiz:  Fri. 20th February 09

Spooners Tetrathlon: 16th & 17th May

Monkswell Show: Sun 7th June

Clear Round Hunter Trial: 14th June

Combined Training: Sat 8th August

Pony Club Camp: Mon 17th – Thurs 20th Aug

Spooners Triathlon: Sun 25th Oct

Visit the website today!

www.spoonersponyclub.co.uk
Email: spooners@pcuk.org
For diary dates, contact details, classified ads, 

And latest information updated on a daily basis.

We should like to encourage you all to use this facility as it is regularly updated. You will find newsletters, rally forms, currant events and more importantly changes to planned events! If you think that you have not heard anything from us for a while email the website – and check to see if you have missed anything. The Committee are keen to improve communication and this is one way to do it! Included in the newsletter is also a questionnaire about the website please find time to fill this in – many thanks!

In 1974 the pony Club Tetrathlon was in its infancy and was only open to boys. It was felt that the Tetrathlon might be an event, which would encourage boys to keep on with the Pony Club as at that time it was to a certain extent dominated by the girls.

Having retired from the Army in 1973 and having returned to my home in Peter Tavy from Sandhurst, Camberley, we decided that we would continue with what we had learnt at Sandhurst and would try to form a Tetrathlon team. To be honest the team selection was not very difficult as there were only about 5 boys available and so Nick Fell, Philip Kennon, John Smiley, Charlie Lane and Paul Lane started training. We acquired a second hand old air pistol and practised with targets pinned against a tree in the garden. Swimming training took place in the Mount House open-air pool supervised by a very fierce games master. Running was organised around a circuit in Peter Tavy that was roughly the right distance. We of course all knew how to ride although Philip may have been a little embarrassed riding our 16.3hh eventer when having mounted after successfully replacing the slip rail his mount jumped back over the other side. Charlie at one competition also successfully completed the course within the time allowed despite having broken the bridle on the gate and then riding the rest of the course, including island fences, with the bit somewhere around the horse’s lower neck. Philip remembers catching up with another member of the team on the run and deciding to run with him to help him on but when the pair eventually finished the timekeeper had gone for tea.

Despite all this, in the second year the team qualified for the National Pony Club championships at Stoneleigh. I seem to remember that the team came 4th but although I have tried to check this at the Pony Club headquarters do not have the records that far back.

Well that is how it all started. But nobody then could have seen how Spooners Pony Club started what has become an amazing story not only in Modern Pentathlon but also in the equine and other sporting activities of that original team. First of course are the two Olympians, Heather Fell, daughter of Nick, and Kate Allenby. And then we have Philip who with his wife successfully train point-to-pointers and whose daughter is seen riding in local races. Paul who for a time rode Eventers and a number of point-to-pointers until his Army career made it difficult to fit everything in. However he kept on running and was awarded his Army colours for Orienteering (at the age of 49). Charlie seems to have done everything including Captain of Modern Pentathlon at Oxford University, National One Day Event champion and riding the winner of the Grand Military Steeplechase at Sandown.

At a party at the beginning of October given by Nick to celebrate his daughter’s success and to thank all her supporters this original team had its first, and probably only, reunion. A certificate was presented and photographs taken. But what is the most encouraging thing about all this is the constant support, advice and help that all these competitors give to each other, their fellow competitors and the young boys and girls coming on. Kate is now working almost full time on training potential national competitors and Heather between her hectic training is constantly helping the young. And just to prove the point she has one great fan who is Georgie Lane, Charlie’s daughter, who is the 2008 Under 11 National Modern Pentathlon Champion of Great Britain.   

Many thanks to Major Lane for contributing this article.

DON’T FORGET MUM’S RALLIES – 1ST WED OF THE MONTH 

10AM LEEWOOD –PHONE REBECCA T TO BOOK!

VISIT TO KENNELS

WED 18TH FEBRUARY AT 2PM

HUNT KENNELS

ALLWELCOME

RING ALIDA WITH ANY QUERIES ON 852448
Spooners & west Dartmoor Hunt

Children’s Meet 

Denham Bridge

11am

Tues 17th February


Safety Tip: Looking after your tack
 
I often think we should replace the words "tack cleaning" with "tack caring" instead. 
 
Cleaning implies something purely for appearances. It is of course very important to take pride in your whole turnout but the main reason is to keep your tack soft and supple and therefore more comfortable for the pony to wear.
 
It also gives you the chance to carefully check for any damage or weak stitching. Stiff, dry, uncared for leather is far more likely to break.
 
If you clean your tack regularly it does not take too long to do.  Why not invite your friends around for a tack cleaning party? Perhaps clean to music? Have fun! 
 
Rebecca T


Christmas Show
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Congratulations to Tracy Coupland and Alida for a brilliantly run Christmas Show on 14th December.  It was the perfect balance of professionalism and fun.  The advertised 9.30 start meant we did get going at 10.00, no mean achievement.  There were classes for children of all abilities and like camp they all got a chance to socialize in between.  The weather was kind, dry and sunny and not as glacial as normal for Cholwell in December!  Father Christmas paid his traditional visit and the fancy dress once again drew a wonderful turnout with a fantastic winner 'Racing Stripes'. 
 
 


Pony Club 16km Merlin Ride
Sunday 1st February dawned cold and dry but frost free.  Perfect conditions for endurance riding!  The howling winds that had raged threw the night and calmed to breeze by 7am when I set off to put out the final flags.  Jessica T was first away at 8.30 checking the route for any fallen trees or missing markers!  The start and finish was alongside the river at Weir Quay and the route followed quiet lanes, bridle paths and woodland tracks.  Five Spooners members tackled the Merlin Ride, which included a mock vetting.  All passed with flying colours, the ponies showing very good recovery rates.  So congratulations to: Jessica Townsend & Toronto, Keiren Horn & Munster, Lydia O'Callaghan & Tessa, Thea O'Callaghan & Skye, Maddy Cinnamond & Flitt.
The charity pleasure ride class was well supported with riders coming from as far afield as Bude. Everyone came back smiling and saying how much they had enjoyed themselves (even those who did the odd unplanned detour!).  Grateful thanks to Lisa Upstell and daughter Kally for their help on the day. I took down the last marker at 5.40pm and a big cup of tea never tasted so good! 

RIDING AND ROAD SAFETY

Starting soon – Mar/April

You need to have completed this test in order to go on to your C test.

Please contact Lucy Cox 852953 & let her know you are interested and she will let you know when practices and training begin! 


FOR LOAN – 2ND PONY 12h 2

Millie is a pretty Dunn who loves jumping.

Done all PC activities including camp

Hacks out in company and alone

Has hunted but not with present rider

Looking for confident rider to have fun! 

Very good ‘doer’

Tack & Rugs included

Tel Pam Wylie on 853127 for more details.

WANTED ON LOAN 1ST/Family pony

- for our 10 year old daughter who is desperate to learn to ride and join in pony club activities.
Plenty of grazing with company on own land.
Loving home awaits.
Please contact Russell Baylis on 07792 206655
or email russell.baylis@tiscali.co.uk

Sweatshirts & Polo Shirts are available from Pam Wylie, tel: 01822 853127. Polo Shirts – £11.50 & Sweatshirts - £12.50 each.

Please will you let Rebecca Hoddinott know if you move, as membership secretary, she needs to know any change of address & tel  numbers. You can contact her on `01647 433416.

Please can you also let me (Pam Wylie!!) know if you change email address or if your computer is not working! Tel –01822 853127.
Rally Secretary: - Mrs R Townsend: - 2, Warleigh View, Bere Ferrers, Yelverton, Devon, PL20 7JR. Tel:01822 841871




SPOONERS TETRATHLON - HOW IT STARTED
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